NAME ___________________________________   GIS 100     Midterm Exam

General instructions:  Print all 4 pages of this exam. Answer Parts I-IV on Exam sheet. Read each statement carefully.    
Part I: 
(1 point each; 16 points total)  
Mark whether the statement is True or False      
1.
True  (    False (      Thomas Hobbes believed that mankind was by nature peaceful.

2.
True  (    False (
The U. S. Constitution establishes the structure of our government





and the rights of individuals.

3.
True  (    False (      Power is the ability to get another to do something they might not





otherwise have done or even wanted to do.

4.
True  (   False (
Terrorism can be seen as a failure of the concept of a social





contract among global citizens.

5.
True  (   False (       The first Ten Amendments to the Constitution, known as the





Bill of Rights,  protects many individual liberties.

6.
True  (   False ( 
Totalitarian governments often hold elections, but these are a





useless exercise if only one political party is allowed to function





in the country. 




 

7.
True  (  False (
It is the political heritage of the United States that   private 





property rights are protected, government should be limited and





individual freedoms are guaranteed.                   
8.
True  (  False (
One’s view of the nature of humanity is fundamental to one’s





view of government.


9.
True  (   False  (
The “People”,  referred to in the Constitution when drafted in 1787,   

included   people at all  levels of society, all genders, all races.

10.
True  (   False  (
Political struggles develop due to limited resources available





to meet our physical and emotional needs.

11.
True  (   False  (
It is the political heritage in the U.S. that  the government

represents the “collective man”, therefore, one cannot

consent to government acts which injure oneself .

12.
True  (   False  (
To think scientifically means to base conclusions on the





opinions of others and common beliefs in the culture.

13.
True  (   False  (
Legitimate authority is political leadership’s ability to enforce

the law and exercise power.

.

14.
True  (   False  (
An ongoing conflict for society and individuals is determining

when individual freedoms start to interfere with the rights of

the society.

15.
True  (   False  (
The economic system in a country is usually not influenced by

the  political culture.

16.
True  (   False  (
One motive for power is said to be biological, based in our





survival instincts.

Part II. (2 points each = 14 points total)  From the words  below,  fill in the blank with the word which best completes the meaning of the sentence.   *** Use each word only once***  Read the entire sentence again with your  word choice to see if it makes sense.
Judicial

citizens

relational

political culture

representative
Constitution

sovereignty
1. The beliefs, systems, values and folkways of a country can reveal its ______________________.

2. A social contract is an agreement made by the _______________ of a country which

allows for the establishment and continuance of the social structure and government.

3. Power is _______________________.
4.
The __________________ branch of  U. S. government decides on questions of

whether the rights of an individual have been violated by the government.

5.       The United States is a ___________________________ democracy.

6.        The ___________________ is the written body of rules the American democracy

            has agreed to follow.

7.       _______________________ is a national government’s being boss on its own turf, the

last word in law in a given country.

.

Part III.  (2 points each = 18 Points)  Match the word/phrase to its definition.  Read carefully.

A. conservatives 


D.  monarchy


G.  scientific

B. liberals



E.  civil rights


H.  subject

C. democracy       


F.  social contract

I.    capitalism

______
A political system is which power is held by a hereditary aristocracy, headed by a



king or queen, the political system of the U. S. prior to the Revolutionary War.

______
Describes those who wish changes,  to ensure adequate levels of health, safety and economic well-being through government intervention in society.

______
A perspective or methodology  for understanding the similarities and differences

between things, such as political ideologies or countries.

______
The agreement, either formally stated or implied, among members of a society that



allows for the establishment and continuance of the social structure and the government.

______
The economic system which usually coincides with a prosperous democracy.

______
A system of government in which the majority governs and in which the rights of



minorities are protected.

_____              The ability to participate in the processes of self-governance.

______
Describes those who believe the best society is founded on experience and custom; they avoid change to the status quo.

______
Type of citizenry who feel they should simply obey authority, having little interest


and/or ability to participate in self-governance

Part IV:  (2 points each = 12 points total)  Match  the form of government to the descriptions. 
A.   Democratic

B.  Authoritarian 

C.  Totalitarian

_____
Often an interim form of government for a formerly colonial country struggling toward

democracy.

_____  Countries where citizens participate in the government and are free to  criticize 

             government actions and political leaders.

_____  Governments who attempt to exercise total control,  even over  what people think.

_____  Countries which allow for open  formation and activities of political interest groups 

and   parties.

_____  Often countries with  preindustrial , peasant economies that stress families and tribes.

_____  Countries who wish to exercise total control of the media and all communications.

Hints on Parts V and VI:  read the question….think….answer all parts of the questions. Clearly label questions and all parts. Attach TYPED answers to Parts V and VI to exam when submitted.
Part V.
(20 points)   Compare/contrast democracy and communism in the areas of:


*
economic activity and pursuits: ownership of property, government intervention in



planning, pricing, production levels and characteristics of goods and services


*
formation, activity and freedoms of interest groups: organized labor, the media,



religious organizations, academic freedoms, political parties


*
freedoms and protections of the individual: movement and travel, freedom of



speech, freedom to worship, private property,  due process under the law

Part VI. (20 points)
Public opinion is important in a democracy, since leaders are to be guided by the will of the people.  Discuss public opinion as follows:


*
how is it expressed in the United States? give examples


*
how is information about it measured or gathered by leaders?


*
what factors influence the political opinions held by people?


*
describe the three patterns of public opinion and give an



example of each:



*  skewed, or not controversial



*  unimodal, or normal distribution 



*  bimodal, or polarized
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